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Teacher Karen

Hello! I am Karen and I was born and raised in Brazil.
At the age of 7, I started to learn English but even before
then I knew I wanted to be an English teacher. Before
moving to Malaysia, I worked in Vietnam, England,
Russia, the USA, the Netherlands and my home
country. Working in education is my biggest passion!
This is my second year teaching at Han Chiang High
School. There are several reasons I Iove teaching here.
Firstly, I get to see many students who were in my
classes in 2018. I love to see what great young adults
many are becoming. The commitment and sense of
responsibility that the students have are quite inspiring
too. Another thing I really enjoy about our lessons
is that we bring up to date and real-world topics to
the class — my favourite ones are when we talk about
the environment. I would love to know that our love
and effort to address these issues may help the next
generation of adults to keep thinking, discussing and
changing habits. I hope you all enjoy the lessons as
much as I do and I will be continuing to work in Han
Chiang for the coming terms.
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Teacher James

Hello, my name is James. I'm 32 years old and from
the south of England, but I've taught in Russia and
Vietnam before coming to Penang. This is my second
year teaching at Han Chiang High School and I'm very
excited to be working with the same students as last
year as well as lots of new ones!

There are lots of reasons that I enjoy teaching at Han
Chiang High School. Firstly, I love the students.
They are lively, energetic and often have intelligent
and creative things to say! Next, I love the lessons we
make. All the lessons are made by British Council for
the students at Han Chiang. The teachers try hard to
pick topics that we think students will enjoy and that
will challenge them to think about the wider world.
I’m always happy to see when students respond well to
the challenging topics we teach. That’s part of British
Council’s commitment to enrich the students and it’s
great to see this working in the English classroom!
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Teacher Laura

My name is Laura. My family lives in Warwickshire in
England, but I was born in France.

I have dual nationality and hence dual passports, which
is great for travelling! I was raised in both countries
and studied “The History of Children’s Literature’ at
university in England. I decided to become a teacher
because my mother owns an English centre in France
which will get me got involved in teaching. I have been
lucky enough to teach in many countries including
Cambodia, France, England, Poland, Spain and Mali.
Before being a teacher, I travelled around Canada as
a part of the French Civil Service. When I was not
teaching, I read books and bake cakes.

I moved to Penang in January and loved the amazing
mix of cultures which was offered by the island. I
am really looking forward to spending more time in
Georgetown.

I enjoyed the lessons at Han Chiang because the
students are always motivated to learn. The topics and
activities are diverse and it’s nice to see them working
together to improve their English skills.

I hope the students have enjoyed the classes as much as
I have enjoyed and continue to make progress.

Teacher Alex

Hello!

My name is Alex and I am 28 years old. My family is
a real British mixture. My dad is from Manchester and
my mother is from Welsh, but I grew up in the south
of England. I really enjoyed composing music on my
guitar as well as writing science fiction books in my
free time.

I have been a teacher for nearly nine years and have
taught in England and also the sunny south of Spain.
I have just arrived in Penang, Malaysiaand I am looking
forward learning more about this lovely country.
Teaching at Han Chiang is a fantastic experience. 1
really enjoyed the adrenaline of teaching teenagers and
tried to motivate them to achieve their best. The topics
we covered were interesting and varied which helps the
students to not just engage with the language, but also
among themselves and the world around them. This
is incredibly important for their interpersonal and
communication development.

So good luck to everyone and see you all in class!

|l

-
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Limited Resources;
Unlimited Engagement

Prepared by: Kenneth Peh Peng Kian

The session was conducted by Mr Andrew Leong
Kong Meng, who is the English Language ‘School
Improvement Specialist Coach Plus’ (SISC+) Coach
for secondary schools with the North East District
Education Office in Penang. The main objective of the
training was to encourage active learningamong teachers
through their collaboration as well as engagement with
materials production and participation in individual
and group presentations.

Through the training session, Mr Andrew Leong
introduced various active learning strategies that
effectively engaged active participation among teachers
who were seated into groups. Each group comprised of
5 or 6 teachers and they participated in various learning
activities which could be conducted in classrooms.
The rationale for this training was to cultivate student
centred lessons through guidance and strategies for
teachers with limited resources.

Facilitator: Mr. Andrew Leong Kong Meng

Activity 1: ‘Keep Calm:
You Are Not Limited Yet.’

The training began with ‘Keep Calm: You Are Not
Limited Yet. This activity involved participants
engaging in a Bingo game as a warm-up. The aim of
this activity was to encourage the teachers to engage
students’ participation using limited resources. During
this activity, Mr. Andrew Leong distributed strips of
papers, each containing word list, to every teacher. He
then read out descriptions which teachers would need
to match them to the words on the list by crossing
out the word. The first teacher to complete a line of
words (vertically, horizontally, or diagonally) would
win a point for the group. Subsequently, teachers were
challenged to complete crossing the entire word list at
the quickest rate.

Activity 2: ‘So limited’

Next, each teacher was given a piece of A4 paper
and was required to draw a house within 5 minutes.
Subsequently, each group of teachers were required
to exchange their artwork and were then required to
evaluate the artwork based on specifications given by
Mr. Andrew. The moral of this activity was to show the
significance of clear instructions to students prior to
them sitting for their exams.

Activity 3

This is a continuation from the previous drawing activity
and involved teachers drawing the butterfly. Teachers were
required to complete their drawing within 30 seconds.
Teachers then had to continue shading parts of the
butterfly as pointed out by Mr Andrew Leong. Then, he
randomly picked a teacher’s drawing and called out his or
her name to comment on the drawing. The significance of
this activity was to highlight the methods which teachers
could use to transform limited resources classroom into
exciting dynamic learning environment.
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Activity 4: Snow Ball

Teachers were each given a piece of A4 paper and
had to write a line of sentence within 2 minutes. The
sentence must begin with a capital letter and end with
a full-stop punctuation. Once Mr. Andrew Leong
requested the teachers to stop writing, each teacher was
then required to crumple the A4 paper and then gently
toss it over the room for another teacher to continue
with another sentence. The activity continued until
Mr. Andrew Leong requested the teachers to write
a concluding sentence. He then randomly selected
a teacher to read out the entire short paragraph of
sentences that were written.

Activity 5: Dictation
(Group)

For this activity, 4 papers were printed and pasted on
the walls at each corner of the training room. Each
group was then required to assign one teacher as a
writer, while the other teachers would read from the
papers that had been pasted on the wall and then
advise the writer accordingly on the dictation. Mr.
Andrew Leong highlighted the importance of precise
dictation which should cover every aspect including
the exact punctuation marks. Such activity showed the
dynamism of learning environment that was created
based on limited resources within the classroom. He
also shared other forms of dictation such as back-to-
back whispering and word jigsaw.

Activity 6: Stay Engaged—
Pictorial Dictation

For the next activity, teachers were tasked with
drawing out stones Mr Andrew Leong read on given
A4-size paper. Teachers were not allowed to write out
any letters; only number, symbols, and picture. Mr
Andrew Leong would later randomly select teachers to
tell out the story based on their pictorial dictation.

Activity 7: Teaching
Limitlessly

Mr. Andrew Leong introduced teachers to teaching
with song lyrics. Teachers were to fill in the blanks
for the lyrics of a selected song. Subsequently, teachers
were also being advised about interpreting the deeper
meaning of the songs for students to learn as songs are
also a form of literature.

Activity 8: Unlimited
Inspiration— Video Making

During this session, teachers were taught to make a
video based on 10 pictures/photos of their choices
using the My Movie Maker software. Teachers may
search the internet using Google Search for 10 of their
preferred pictures. Once the pictures were uploaded in
the software, teachers were then shown the methods of
setting the animation, as well as including background
music for their videos.
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Prepared by:
Kesavaani Kandasamy

2018 Asia-Pacific English Essay Contest for
Alliance High School Students

Choong Ang writing competition is an annual event
organised by Han Chiang High School every year. The
English Centre oversees the event by preparing the
relevant procedures. The competition was held on the
19th April 2018, with 43 participants from both junior
and senior students.

Participants were required to choose and write one
of the three topics, which were given on the spot.
Participants were requested to write their essays only

Words Brought to LIFE

I have been writing since I was ten, a grand total of
eight years to date. Naturally, to expand my skills and
test my abilities, I have participated in my fair share
of competitions throughout the years; most of them,
however, limited to school-level competitions.

In 2018, my then-English teacher, Ms. Kesa, had
informed me about the Asia Pacific English Essay
Contest for Alliance High Schools. She encouraged me
to channel my love for writing to good use, so I put my
name down and entered. Prior to this, I had no clue as
to how the competition worked, only the hint that most
topics will be in regards to contemporary news.

Now, one does not simply enter the lion’s den without a
weapon in hand; in order to live up to expectations and
be ready for the day of the competition, I started reading
newspapers and tabloids, covering any major issues
that were occurring. Of course, understanding true
stories simply wasn’t enough - this was an international
competition at hand. Additionally, I polished my
vocabulary by increasing the time I spent reading.
Come the day of the event, we were given three topics
to choose from. Instantly, the one concerning the
#MeToo Movement stuck out to me. I spent the next
two hours constructing an essay relating to the pros
and cons of said movement, frantically recalling the
very moment I came across the hashtag on Twitter. The
process of building an essay is never a smooth sailing

using MS Word program. They were not allowed to
use the internet during the contest. However, they were
able to use an English dictionary.

The results for the competition were announced
towards the end of November. Lee Cheng Jie (SE21)
won the grand prize and Sarah Swea (IJ31) won
the first prize. Both received medals and certificate
respectively. Besides that, around 7 other students
received certificates and medals as participation prizes.

one; it takes a lot of reorganization to formulate your
train of thought into words. Soon enough, as our time
was up, | submitted the essay. In the back of my mind,
I thought this was a good opportunity to get myself
to be more involved in international issues; little did
I know that I would actually amount to something in
this competition.

It was sometime in October when I walked out of class,
greeted by Ms. Kesa. She delivered the joyous news
that I had won the grand prize for the competition.
The ocean of elation and excitement I felt in that
very moment dazed me. It took me a good minute to
comprehend what ‘international grand prize’ meant. I
am immensely grateful toward her for pushing me to
take part in this competition.

That competition was the pinnacle of my writing career
thus far. Writing used to be my way of expressing
feelings and remembering my story but throughout the
years, I've come to realize that it shoulders so much
more. This competition has led me to understand that
people actually read my work and I could be raising
awareness for the topic I chose. Everyone is changing
the world in some way and I write to influence the
world in the smallest way possible.

So to all aspiring writers out there, all it takes is
one starting word for you to get somewhere, inspire
someone or create your dream.
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2018 WSC _
Tournament of Champions

Prepared by: Lee Jie (SE11)

After two very successful rounds in the World
Scholars Cup, Han Chiang High School continues to
demonstrate their excellence in their third round this
season, the Tournament of Champions.

Taking place during the 14th to 23rd of November
2018 at Yale University, the Tournament of Champions
with representatives from more than fifty countries
attending the competition. Among the 2,500 scholars
present at the event were the sixteen that represented
Han Chiang: Khoo Yun Meng, Lim Jie Ying (J3El),
Ung Pei Juin, Rhowan Ho (SE11), Tan Han-Jo, Hoven
Ewe, Ryan Wong, Shyla Sharma, Tristan Ng (SE12),
and Shannen Ooi (CEl) in the Junior Division; in
the Senior division were Sarah Swea, Lee Jie (SE11),
Cassandra Khoo, Lim Le Ying, Thow Li Ren (SE21),
and Jennalynn Lam (formerly CV3).

In the Senior Division, Sarah Swea and Lee Jie placed
17th in Team Challenge, 5th in Team Bowl, 2nd in
the Southeast Asia region, and 11th place worldwide.
Lim Le Ying placed 10th in Individual Writing. Quite
astonishingly, Sarah also became the first person in
the program’s history to obtain a perfect score for any
subject in the Challenge, to which she did in Science.
She has also placed 1st in the world for Individual
Challenge, was the top scholar in Malaysia, and placed
4th worldwide overall.

The World Scholar’s Cup is a competition where
participants are tested for their ability to discover, learn,
understand, and utilise vast amounts of knowledge
and information. The four events that comprise the
program are Collaborative Writing, Team Debates, the
Scholar’s Challenge, and the Scholar’s Bowl.

Teacher Samuel, Han Chiang’s delegation leader for
four years now, is quite satisfied with his students’
performances. Even though some students werent
satisfied with their performances, he believes that his
students have done their best. Every year, the event gets
more competitive as more scholars join the program
and come back more adamant than before.

While the World Scholar’s Cup is not just a competition,
it is also an opportunity to knit friendships and have
fun. There remains a need for balance between fun and
examination results to which he’s glad that his students
have managed to maintain. Teacher Samuel highly
commented that it’s good to see a healthy competition

in the program and that his students are visibly excited
about it.

Thisyear’s Tournament of Champions was very different
for Sarah. Attending the senior division for the first
time, she gained a good track record throughout the
year, creating heightened expectations despite having
less time to prepare. All these factors created a huge
pressure for her to perform well.

When Sarah learned that she obtained a perfect score
for Science it was a pleasant surprise for her. She
described walking out of the Challenge convinced
that her performance was subpar and had dashed her
winning streak. When she was told that her result was
astonishing, it felt surreal to hear.

For the juniors, there’s one who stood apart from the
crowd, what is his name? He is Hoven Ewe. Given that
this Tournament of Champions is Hoven’s first ever,
his and his team’s good performances were surprising,.
They were especially happy when their names came
out as 3rd place for both Team Challenge and Top
Regional Champions. They aim to continue to bring
glory to Han Chiang with the achievements.

He described how different the Tournament of Champions
was from the regional and global rounds, considering
how those two rounds were in places (Penang and Kuala
Lumpur) familiar to Hoven while the Tournament was
quite opposite, with a completely different climate and
culture. Hes glad that he’s had the chance to experience
this, especially along with his friends.

With that said, this closes the chapter of this year’s
WSC journey for our Han Chiang scholars.
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Prepared by: Samuel Ong

Han Chiang High School once again emerged as the
Champion of the HELP University Chinese Secondary
Schools 7th International English Debate Competition
(2018) for the 4th year in a row.

Our debaters put up a good performance as they were
able to handle the pressure of preparing an 8-minute
speech in an hour and debated fluently. As the rounds
went on, our debaters received constructive feedback

from experienced adjudicators and they took their
advice to improve on their debate.

We would like to thank HELP University for organizing
this event, principal and parents who have supported us
throughout the competition and we look forward to an
even exciting year ahead.

Details of the competition:

First Speaker Octo-finals

Lim Le Ying (SE21)

Second Speaker
Sarah Swea Enqing (SE11)

Third Speaker
Thow Liren (SE21)

Substitute
Ung Pei Juin (SE11)

Finals

Han Chiang vs Chung Hwa High School Muar
Topic: This house supports Brexit

Quarter-finals
Han Chiang vs Chung Hua High School Seremban
Topic: This house would put obese children under the care of the state

Semi-finals
Han Chiang vs Hin Hua High School
Topic: This house would support genetic engineering of human foetus

Han Chiang vs Sabah Tshung Tsin Secondary School
Topic: This house allows divorce for any reason
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L Qﬁgjil Happy birthday to Han Chiang on your hundredth year
anniversary. May you continue to achieve greater success
and produce leaders of tomorrow.
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Ong Jin Sin

Happy 100th anniversary Han Chiang. You did well for
the first 100 years, continue to do well and make Han
Chiang the best private Chinese school in Malaysia.
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Ms. Raginder

It is proud moment for Han Chiang as it is
celebrating its diamond jubilee this year. Best
wishes to everyone associated with Han Chiang
on reaching this historical milestone. All the
best in your future and May Han Chiangs flag
flutter higher.
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Sarah Swea

Happy hundredth anniversary, Han Chiang. Thank
| you for, amongst other things, allowing me to be in
an international academic competition you know as
the World Scholar’s Cup, which is where all these
trophies are from. I trust that other new students
will reach greater heights.
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Ms. Linda

Congratulations, Han Chiang on your 100th Year An-
niversary Celebration. I'm proud to be associated with
you and be part of this auspicious occasion. Congrat-
ulations once again and long live Han Chiang,

Congratulations to Han Chiang today for the celebrations
of 100th Year Anniversary, so I would like to wish Han
Chiang to continue to pursue right policies to make the
school great for the next 100 years. Thank you very much.
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Dr Wah Tze Huey
Happy Birthday to Han Chiang] |




Ms. Anuratha

Congratulations to Han Chiang for hundred year
anniversary ,I hope Han Chiang will always excel
for the best education ,thank you.
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‘ ‘ Ms. Nishaini

ongratulations Han Chiang on your 100th year
centenary anniversary. Wish you all the best today,
tomorrow and many days to come.
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lan Lim
‘ ‘Han Chiang, thank you for all the sweet memories

and opportunities you have given me here for the
past five years. Happy 100th anniversary.
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