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On the Highway to

GRIBAIINIESS

Edited byllMdm Luisa Anne Rodrigues

2017 will be a year of setting and reaching attainable
goals, working harder and smarter and taking Han
Chiang English Centre and students’ achievements
to the next level of “GREATNESS”. At HCEC we
are dedicated to student-centered programmes that
promote learning excellence through an enriched
curriculum. All the teachers are here to support
all the students, by any means necessary, to ensure
their fullest academic potential. Therefore, I wish to
acknowledge with sincerest gratitude, the support

Achievement ™™"°
Task Success

Motivation
! Do something amazing

wmnm the race
Overcome adversi

Persistence in the face of failure

activities 11

BAN CHIANG

ENGLISH CENTRE

from my entire team who’s sincere and untiring efforts
have made it possible to embrace a paradigm shift in
every facet and make significant progress.

This year, students can look forward to encountering
a highly intensive and challenging academic program
that will push them to work beyond their limits.
However, I am confident that all of our students have
the capacity and ability to meet our expectations and
the demands of our teachers. Our goal is to ensure that
all students become critical thinkers, active problem-
solvers, inquisitive readers and prolific writers. We do
all these to prepare them for the demands of the real
world.

I look forward to working with all of you and pushing
you to all academic heights. Thank you for being a
part of HCEC community where SUCCESS IS NOT
AN OPTION....BUT AN EXPECTATION. We are
truly on the path to GREATNESS!

Mdm Raginder Kaur

A note to Madam Julina Koay

Words cannot describe how blessed we are to be
among those who have trained during the time of an
icon like Madam Julina. We recognize, respect and
appreciate all the valuable skills and knowledge our
dear Madam Julina had imparted onto us. She has and
is an inspiration to many of us at Han Chiang High
School as she encourages us to strive to be better

persons by working as a team towards achieving
unanimous goals. Undoubtedly, she has reengineered
Han Chiang English Centre and immortalised it in the
public eye. Truly, we will miss her mentorship skills.
As she has started her new journey, may God’s mercy
and endless blessings be upon her.
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It has been four successive years that Han Chiang High 1‘ . s

School has been privileged with English language lessons by
educators from the British Council. Over the years, hundreds
of CIE Junior 1 and Junior 2 students have reaped benefits
from the BC lessons. Lessons are tremendously fun and
students were able to enhance their communication skills.
Needless to say, BC lessons are wonderful and effective

complements to our daily lessons at HCEC.

Keeping up with the STANDARDS

Prepared byllMdm Luisa Anne Rodrigues & Mdm Angelina Carrel

In order to stay abreast with the changes and
competency required by the Cambridge International
Examinations, teachers are continuously updated and
reassessed to ensure that tests and exams conducted in
the school adhere to the guidelines. Teachers attended
a short course facilitated by Madam Luisa Anne
Rodrigues on the 10th of February 2017, primarily
focusing on the speaking component in the IGCSE
Examination.

The session covered all the necessary aspects of the
speaking test including the conduct and recording
of the test to ensure that the speaking test emulates
the actual test by the Cambridge International
Examinations. It covered parts of the test; from the
start of the recording to the warm up section and main
part of the test. The session also addressed questions
and provided ideas as well as a step by step guide to
conduct the test. Trainees also listened to sample test
recordings and were guided on the marking criteria.

This ensures that the marks are valid and consistent
to that of the Cambridge International Examinations
standards.

As the school also conducts PT3 Examination,
teachers involved in the said examination are required
to ensure that the PT3 speaking and listening test that
will be conducted internally is in accordance with the
guidelines set by the Exam Board of Malaysia. Madam
Angelina Carrel were among the three teachers from
Han Chiang High School who attended the session
held on 15th March at the Institut Pendidikan Guru
Kampus Pulau Pinang facilitated by Mr. Mohd Nur
Bin Kamarudin.

The session covered all the necessary aspects of
the speaking and listening test including the dates
of the examination, security measures on how and
when to download papers from the question bank of
the examination board and modification by PKW-
Pentaksir Kawasan.

“Shared Reading: More than Just Storytelling”

The training workshop took place on 25th February
2017 at the KDU College Penang. It was conducted
by Mr David Bakewell, the Head of Program with
Sahavith Schools in Thailand. The workshop was
based on ‘Shared Reading’ as an instructional
technique, which
covers the
background and
current  research
of different
methods of the
implementation of
shared reading.

Prepared byllMs Shanbigay Reddy

The facilitator discussed mainly on lesson planning
for Young learners and on how to prepare a lesson
for reading skills using the ‘Big Book’ approach.
Questions such as “What do you see?” “What do
you think this book is about, and “What do you think
will happen later in the story?” are some questions
that can be used as prompts to create enjoyment,
motivation for learning, encouraging prediction,
providing the necessary confirmation and ensuring
the integration of new knowledge. The session also
addressed the need to alter the activities or to make
up entirely different ones according to the needs of
the students. All participants gained a lot of ideas in
this 3 and a half hour workshop.
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Supporting Mother Nature

The Kelab Pencinta Alam Pulau Pinang conducted
their first meeting of the year on 16th March 2017
at the Pusat Ko-kurikulum Pulau Pinang. During the
meeting, new committee members were elected and
a volunteer from the Eco Schools Project presented
about ‘Tetra pak’. It is an effort to recycle newspapers
and old clothes. The volunteer showed a video about
SK Seksyen 9, Shah Alam. This school has a special
machine whereby students can recycle the recyclable

Prepared bylMdm Neshallini

items and they can key in their ‘Green points’. The
points are based on different recyclable items. The
Eco-Schools Community encouraged all schools to
have a ‘Cabin Kitar Semula’. Each cabin may range
from RM5000 — RM7000. Representatives from each
school then presented their yearly report and shared
ideas to enhance students’ knowledge and interest
about preserving nature.

Grounding Vocabulary Learning In Cognitive Psychology

by Working with Human Forgetting Rates (PELLTA)

g Dr Gianfranco Conti,
: /1 a former University of

Oxford researcher and
q | teacher trainer, has been
teaching modern languages
| for over twenty-five years.
I He holds a Doctorate in
Applied Linguistics and
Master’s degree in TEFL
and his main research
interests are learner

metacognition enhancement, vocabulary acquisition,
essay writing and error correction.

In this workshop, Dr. Gianfranco Conti discussed a
number of commonly made mistakes in vocabulary
instruction and suggests practical ways to address
them in terms of curriculum design, short-term
planning and classroom implementation. The
suggested approaches and techniques, grounded in
Cognitive Pyschology and Skill Theory, are based on

Prepared byllMs Thevaranjini Ramesh
the principles that more effective retention is brought
about through:

(a) deep processing of the target vocabulary,

(b) its routinisation - in context- through receptive and
communicative practice,

(c) effective recycling techniques mindful of the HFR (human
forgetting rate).

The HFR was also being drawn upon to outline
more fruitful approaches to homework and medium
and long-term planning. Dr. Conti also provided
examples of effective vocabulary teaching sequences
demonstrating how they can be best implemented in
the classroom and provided a rationale for the choice
of each learning activity and the approach undertaken.
The end-goal of the workshop was to enhance the
participants' grasp of the factors which enhance
and undermine vocabulary retention and to model
effective vocabulary teaching practices which take
into account recent research findings in the realms of
L2 vocabulary acquisition.

Techniques on How to Teach Writing

The training workshop attended by Madam Shasheeta,
Miss Madhadvi and Miss Gina took place on 18th
April 2017 at Disted College. It was conducted by
Prof. Paul Kei Matsuda, Professor of English and
Director of Second Language Writing at Arizona State
University. The workshop talks about the background
and current research of different techniques that can
be used to teach writing.

The first session used question and answer techniques
to tackle problems faced by teachers attempting

Prepared byllMdm Shasheeta Kuppusamy

to teach writing in the classroom. The next session
introduces the ‘Critical Thinking and Writing-An
Integrated Approach’ technique more suited for the
21st century education and its expectations. The
facilitator later explained on critical thinking and its
influence in writing. Lastly the facilitator explained
on ‘Corrective Feedback and Writing Instruction’.
He explained on how to give corrective feedback and
what constitutes good writing. It was indeed a fruitful
workshop.
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World Scholar’s Cup Penang Round 2017 Report

A wefie of Mr.

On April 14th and 15th, 60 students participated in
the World Scholar’s Cup which was held in Prince of
Wales Island International School (POWIIS). This is
our third year in this exciting and fun competition.
Around 400 students from different schools
participated in this competition and Han Chiang sent
one of the biggest delegations of students.

Students basically competed in four events: Team
Debate, Scholar’s Bowl, Collaborative Writing
and Scholar’s Challenge. Among the outstanding
achievers were Sarah Swea who was the champion
scholar for the junior division and Ng Yee Thern who
was the champion scholar for the senior division.

- — ————
-

Prepared byllMr. Samuel Ong

Sauél and the winners

Overall, Han Chiang students have done tremendously
well in the competition and they have won a total
of 110 gold medals, 147 silver medals and brought
back 11 trophies. Besides that, 37 students will be
participating in the Global Round in Hanoi, Vietnam
where all the other scholars from around the world
will compete from 25th June to 1st July.

On behalf of HCEC, we would like to thank the
Board of Directors, principal, parents and teachers
for their unending support and contribution towards
the participation of students in this competition for 3
consecutive years.

Great Achievements in HELP University
Chinese Secondary Schools 6th
International English Debate Competition 2017

Prepared bylMdm Shasheeta Kuppusamy

The Northern Zone preliminary competition for
the 6th International Debate Competition by HELP
University participated by 9 schools was held at Jit
Sin Independent High School on 27th May 2017. Han
Chiang High School stood against Ket Hwa High
School in the first round and SM Poi Lam, Ipoh in the
second round and emerged as champions for the third
consecutive year. One of the topics debated was “This
house would grant illegal immigrants permanent
resident status’. Students will move on to the final
round in July at Kuala Lumpur.
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Making a Difterence - Star NIE

R
p=
!

The Star NIE contest this
year was an eye opener to the
world of photojournalism.
The workshop held at
Disted College on 11th of
April and attended by four
of our very own students
was indeed fruitful as a
representative  from  Star
defined photography in
contrast to photojournalism.
A photographer from Star

&

Prepared bylMdm Daksha Shashikant

then trained the participants
on the intricacies of taking

excellent photographs.
Participants ~ were  also
trained to choose an

appropriate subject matter
and appropriate equipment
and shown how apertures
combined with  correct
shutter speed can be used
to take unique and sharp
photographs.

2017 Examination Syllabus Formulation and Examination

Item Writing Training Course

The 3-day training course was organised by the
Examination Department of Dong Zong and the two
facilitators were lecturers from University of Malaya,
namely Dr. Kuang Ching Hei and Dr. Krishnavanie
Shunmugam. A total of about 50 teachers from
Chinese Independent Schools from Peninsular and
East Malaysia attended the course. The course started
off with a though provoking question — our teaching
philosophy. Dr. Kuang emphasised other important
elements of teaching such as doing after-lesson
reflection and keeping a journal. Dr. Kuang also
pointed out a very significant attitude which a teacher
should have — to believe in what students are able to
achieve. Most teachers find their students immature
and tend to treat them as children. Instead of giving
them the autonomy, teachers prefer to do everything

w CAMB\KII)G}:
Y totemational Examinations

Outstanding Cambridge Learner Awards, Malaysia

This is to certify that
Justin Ho Jia Yinn

Prepared byllMs Yeoh Chia Ying

for them, causing an adverse effect and indirectly
hindering students from showing their potential.

The course covered many facets of the elements
involved in testing and evaluation among which
includes reliability and validity, ways to set reading
comprehension questions to reduce ambiguity,

teaching and testing writing and construction of
rubrics and model answers.

{Créme de la Créme}

Prepared bylMdm Luisa Anne Rodrigues

Justin Ho Jia Yinn has indeed set a benchmark for students at Han Chiang

0, High School when he received the award for having gained the highest

British Council, Penang
gained the highest mark in the world for

- Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language
(Count-in Speaking)

in the 2016 C:

i

L5

mark in the world for Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language.
He was from SE2 and I was privileged to have taught him last year. I can
attest not just to his excellent command of English, but also his wisdom
that is beyond his years. Justin reads books on philosophies! This just
goes to show how much of a thinker he is. He is also a high achiever
and has a wonderful personality that goes with it. I sincerely wish him
the very best life has to offer and may he always stay true to himself.
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Education in the 21st Century

The 21st century is an era of great technological
advancements and many children start school
technologically literate. Such developments bring
challenges to educators and an increasing awareness
of the importance of the English language as a global
language, the language of the internet and the language
of social media. To this end, the iELT-Con 2017 held
from 19th to 21st April at Bayview Hotel Penang,
aims to provide a platform for the ELT community
across the globe to discuss and explore the following
questions: What does the 21st century mean to ELT-
practitioners, researchers, policy makers, curriculum
designers and material designers? What implications
are there for teaching & learning? Are there new
practices and innovations?

Various interesting topics were presented during the
conference attended by a number of Han Chiang
English Centre teachers namely Miss Thevaranjini
Ramesh, Madam Daksha Shashikant, Miss Shanbigay
Reddy, Madam Khairul Norizah and Miss Margaret
Dennis. Among the ideas gathered by the attendees

Compi led and edited byllMdm Luisa Anne Rodr igues

include the possibility of taking students as partners in
education. Findings from a study conducted revealed
that when students are engaged in the selection of
study materials, they take ownership of their own
learning and the collaboration demonstrated resulted
to students having the capacity to communicate
more confidently and competently. Presenters also
emphasised on instructions to promote active learning
in the classroom to develop students’ creativity and
critical thinking skills using open-ended questions,
humour and authentic context for learning.

Attendees were also introduced to various models of
teaching among which include models that promote
active movement

during lessons, spontaneity, teamwork, nonverbal
communication and collaborative learning. Papers
discussing the importance of corrective feedback,
identifying student anxiety in classrooms, using
technology and online resources in teaching, principles
for facilitating students’ language development and
using appropriate materials in the classroom were
also presented.

In another conference held at KDU Penang on 20th of
May 2017 attended by Miss. Shanbigay Reddy, Madam
Angelina and Miss Margaret Dennis, interactive
activities and ideas to create meaning in the English
language classroom, the use of software and online
programmes such as Kahoot and Prezi and models to
implement the flip classroom teaching methodology
were presented. The conference also discussed the
relevance of the archaic assessing models in the 21st
century and re-emphasised the need for educators to
inspire and empower learners.
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Written byllWong Xin Ying (J3E1) /Tham Yu—-Qing (J2E1)

Edited bylllLee Cheng Jie (SE11)

On the 24th of January 2017, Han Chiang High
School held its annual Chinese New Year celebration.
Students were required to wear red shirts to school. The
celebration of Lunar New Year was held in the stadium.
There were three events held on that day.

The first one would be the “Hui Chun”, the Chinese
calligraphy competition. This was held from 7.45 am
to 8.45 a.m. at the canteen. Participants were divided
into three categories, the seniors, the juniors and the
foreigners group. Fatemeh Faraji from SE13 won the
first place under the foreigners category, Lee Su Hyun
from J36 came in second while Puttinan Songkaew
from C31 got the third place. Chua Ching Wei from
CV2 was the best from the senior’s category, one of
the representatives from C31, Lee Swi Yeoh came in
second and Yumi Lim Chin Yin from SC2 came in
third. The winner of the junior category is Ng Chang
Jun from J1E1, Beh Jing Hen from J24 came in second
while Jerald Ho Jia Yung from J3E1 came in third.

The second event was the exhibition of Chinese New
Year related things which was held along the corridor at
the front row classrooms. The aim of the exhibition is to
display Chinese New Year things and to allow students
to remember their culture and keep it passing on from
generations to generations. Many different things were
sold such as food and arts and craft. Students were
allowed to take a look at the exhibition at the same time
if they see anything to their liking, they are encouraged
to buy as the money collected from the students will be
used for the graduation exhibition.

The third one would be the performances by students
which was held at the stadium. The students lined up

before entering the hall at 8:45am. A Lion Dance was
performed at the entrance of the stadium to welcome the
VIPs. AMV of Astro’s latest CNY song done by HCHS’
members of “AstrofX[E#RIRE" was broadcasted to
welcome the audience.

Next, the principal of Han Chiang High School, Mdm.
Kung Bee Lee gave a speech. She wished all the
teachers and students a Happy Chinese New Year. She
stressed on the fact that the school’s going to focus on
training the students’ trilingual talents. She said that
she hope teacher and students would work together and
strive hard to achieve better results both in academics
and co-curriculum.

After that, there were performances by The Diabolo
Club, Live Band, Choir, Dance Society, Chinese
Orchestra and Choreography Dance Society that
went out of their way to impress the audience. All the
performances received cheers and applause from the
audience.There was also a competition where each class
would have to present their drawn chicken. Everyone
was excited to see the different paintings of the chicken.
Last but not least, there was the combination of Lion
Dance, Dragon Dance and 24 Festive Drums which had
a massive round of applause from the audiences. It was
an incredible way of ending today’s Chinese New year
celebration.
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Gyber Smart, Be Safe

PengaranglNicole Sim Kai Xin(J2E1)/Yap Qin Qi (J2E1)

Edited byllLee Cheng Jie (SE11)

Pada 18 Januari 2017, Bahagian Pengurusan Sekolah
Harian (BPSH) dengan kerjasama Yayasan Pencegahan
Jenayah Malaysia (MCPF) telah mengadakan suatu
forum yang bertajuk "Child Awareness Campaign:
Cyber Smart, Be Safe" yang bertujuan untuk memberi
pendedahan tentang kepentingan keselamatan di alam
siber kepada pelajar sekolah menengah sekitar Pulau
Pinang.

Sejumlah 600 orang pelajar telah mengambil bahagian
dalam kempen tersebut. Pelajar-pelajar sekolah
menengah tersebut adalah berasal dari SMK Batu
Maung, SMK Teluk Kumbar (1), SMK Teluk Kumbar
(2), SMK Georgetown, SMK Bukit Jambul, SMK Bukit
Gambir dan Sekolah Menengah Han Chiang. Setiap
pelajar telah diberi sebuah beg yang mengandungi
makanan, minuman, buku dan sehelai kertas soal-
jawab.

Kempen ini bermula dengan majlis perasmian, iaitu
penyampaian lencana kepada wakil-wakil pelajar
dari setiap sekolah yang menyertai kempen tersebut.
Kemudian, ketua pegawai polis telah menyampaikan
ucapan.

Selepas itu, tiga sesi ceremah telah diadakan.
Penceramah yang pertama, Puan Ong Chin Lan
berbincang dengan para pelajar tentang kebaikan
dan keburukan menggunakan telefon bimbit atau
smartphone, internet dan juga memberi amaran kepada
para pelajar tentang kebahayaan jenayah siber. Puan
Ong juga menyebut tentang beberapa jenis jenayah
siber dan cara-cara mengelakkannya. Selain itu, Puan
Ong juga memberi amaran mengenai pedofilia dan

kebahayaan media sosial. Akhirnya, Puan Ong memberi
"tips" tentang keselamatan diri semasa menggunakan
media sosial.

Seterusnya, dua ceramah yang lain telah diadakan. Isi
kandungan ceramah tersebut berkenaan dengan tips
tentang cara-cara melindungi diri daripada perbuatan
buli. Seorang penceramah juga menyatakan tentang
jenis-jenis kes buli, termasuk pembuli fizikal, pembuli
mental dan pembuli siber.

Sebelum kempen ini berakhir, setiap peserta kempen
telah mendapat lencana dengan tema keselamatan siber
dan makanan untuk makan tengah hari.
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Climate change Day

Written bylYap Qin Qi (J2E1) /Nicole Sim(J2E1)

EditlLee Cheng Jie(SE11)

On the 1st of April 2017, Han Chiang High School
organized an annual Climate Change Day. Several
activities were arranged on that day to educate the
students about climate change, which is the theme for
this year. Many students brought recyclable items,
such as newspapers, plastic containers, aluminum
cans, electronic wastes etc to school. All wastes were
soon collected in front of the Science building with the
help of members from the Green Education Society
and sorted before they are sent to the recycling center.
Meanwhile, junior and senior students attended an
enlightening talk organized by the Penang Green
Council and the speaker - who introduced herself
as Shian Feen - spoke about climate change, which
is a rising issue in our society. She talked about the
key factors of climate change, which are mainly
greenhouse gases, as it traps heat on Earth changing
the rate of evapotranspiration that cools the plant
and environment, just as perspiration cools our body.
When CO2 level are high, the leaves, pores and
stomata shrink.

This causes less water to be released for cooling
environment. Human activity is a cause of climate
change as well, such as the burning of fossil fuels, coal
mining, agricultural pollution and more. Moreover,
Shian Feen explained the impacts of climate change
and showed engrossing videos of real scenarios in
parts of Malaysia that are affected by this change.
Of course, she also did not forget to tell the students
about what they can do to save our Mother Earth.
After the talk, the students were led to the indoor
stadium for booth visiting. There were a total of nine
booths, which included HCHS’s Green Education
Society, Malaysia Nature Society, Penang State
Government Unit Pengurusan, Jabatan Alam Sekitar,
Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah Timur and more.

In the meantime, other activities were held
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concurrently. Some students were also taught how
to make garbage enzymes, which can be used for
fertilizers, insecticides, pesticides, shampoo and
many more. If every household utilized their garbage
to produce garbage enzymes, the ozone layer would
be protected, and we can all live in a toxic-free
environment.

A member from the Green Education society, Yeap
Ying Ying from J2E3, thinks that we should all learn
to recycle, use fans more than air-conditioners or try
planting trees. According to Ying Ying, her family has
different coloured boxes which are used to separate
recyclable wastes. As for leftover coffee powder, her
family uses it as fertilizer.

Ung Pei Juin from J2E1 - who was also a committee
member at the event - thinks that climate change day
is indeed very helpful, as it helps them to be more
knowledgeable about the environment and understand
that it is necessary for everyone to learn to recycle
because the earth is “dying”.

And let’s not forget the driving force behind this very
day, the passionate Green Education teacher, Lee Bee
Choo. Ms. Lee stated that the earth is calling for help,
and you can tell by all the notable natural disasters
and the abnormal climate. “The Earth can survive
without us, but humans cannot survive without
Earth,” she said. The main aim of this event is to
create awareness among students. One of the causes
of our dying earth are the consumption behaviors of
humans. Humans use disposable chopsticks and cup
as they are convenient, but because of this a lot of
trees are cut down. The use of these disposable items
are also unhealthy, as most of them may contain a
toxic substance, called formulin, as a preservative.
Allin all, with the help and cooperation of all students,
teachers and organizations, this year’s climate change
day was a smooth-sailing boat.
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Sacqueline ‘Cung

(2016 Graduate student)
|GCSE 10A

Written byllNicole Sim(J2E1)/Yap Qin Qi (J2E1)

Editor MChan Sue Faye (CE11)

Among the many academic achievers in Han Chiang
High School is a girl by the name of Jacqueline
Tung Yee Chien who was formerly in CE21 (2016).
Jacqueline took Mathematics, English, Bahasa Malaysia,
Business Studies, Economics, History, Accounting and
Coordinated Sciences - which were graded into two
awards - and aced them all with a perfect score of 9As.
Nonetheless, amazing results comes with a monstrous
amount of effort putin. Jacqueline faced many hardships
throughout the entire process. She thinks that stress was
hardest to overcome. She thought about the IGCSE
exams every waking moment, and woke up in the
middle of the night, not once but many times reciting
chemical equations and formulas out of the blue. To
her, it was like a parasite living off her for around two
to three months.

Jacqueline saw the sacrifices her parents made for her as
a motivation factor. She wants the ability to be able to
afford anything her parents wanted when she grew up,
along with being successful in the future so she needn’t
worry her parents when she grew up.

Of course, because of this, Jacqueline believes that she
was very prepared for most of the subjects. However,
there were a few, like Science that she thinks that she
would do better if given more time and better resources.
She got rather worked up before the announcement of
the results, because she thinks that Coordinate Science
was a very tough subject for her. Jacqueline said felt
ecstatic, relieved and thankful for her results, and even
shed tears of joy when she received them.

Role models
Jacqueline looks up to her father, godfather and uncle

themselves have role models, and
a lot. She recalled times when she was already sound
asleep or playing with dolls, yet could see the tired back
of her father, scanning through piles and piles of files
and documents. Despite the many times her father was
just too tired for anything, he always had a warm smile

to greet her every time she went to him. To Jacqueline,

| English Centre

her father is the type of person she wants to be, one who
endures the weight of their work yet still makes time for
those dear to them. The most important thing that she

had learned from her father is that :good discipline brings

us miles’. That helped her most in her studies, and made
her more centred and productive.

Jacqueline, who is now currently studying A-Levels
at the International College Penang (INTI) hopes to
study abroad, but isn’t very clear on which university
she wants to go to. For now, Jacqueline would like
to start crossing off things from her bucket list. Most
importantly, Jacqueline wants to do ministry, as she
wants to share with everyone how Jesus has impacted
her life and made what she has become today, as well as
wanting to go on a mission trip one day.

Jacqueline expresses that she’d like to pursue something
she absolutely loves and motivates her every day,
conceivably something that she’s passionate about to
drive her to work harder. To her personally, she has
always kept the value of being selfless and courageous.
Jacqueline hopes that whatever she does in the future,
she will still be able to remain herself, carrying with her
the same values that her friends and family had reflected
on her.

To all students, Jacqueline advises that we should have
proper time management and organize study sessions
well so that you get things done before deadlines. Set
goals everyday and have good self-discipline. One of her
study secrets involve the repetitive interval of ‘study,
test, study, then test yourself again’, as that way, you’ll
know which parts you know and don’t know well. She
gives a tip that it is essential to remember to kick back
and chill out once in a while, as it is very important not
to let that stress and workload devour you.
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girl with an
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mind
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In everything | do, there are people who encourage my growth and motivate me.

The answer of this adolescent girl who was asked
to give her thoughts on why she decided to join the
renowned World Scholar’s Cup in 2016 might very
much surprise you. Instead of going on an extravagant
explanation of how she got involved in debate and
such, she gave a simple six-word answer. "I like the
aspect of debate.” .

She’s Sarah Swea Enqing, an extrordinary 14-year-
old. Sarah was the award recipient of 10 medals during
the preliminary round of last year’s World Scholar’s
Cup, which was the most amount of medals attained
in the entire team of juniors representing Han Chiang
High School. She went on to win 6 more medals in the
Global Round in Bangkok, along with her spectacular
achievements in the Tournament of Champions at
Yale University where the best of the best competed.
Sarah obtained a total of 23 medals in all, including
7 from the Tournament of Champions. She achieved
all this last year, when she was merely thirteen years
of age, just a seventh grader in this school. A dazzling
result, won’t you agree?

Sarah loves debate to the point where she joined World
Scholar’s Cup purely to debate. She mentioned about
enjoying the atmosphere in the debate classroom. The
nervous and tense air gave her the motivation and the
urge to achieve victory. Ironically, Sarah gets the kick
from the process of brainstorming points and scouring
for information on the internet in just a short and
tensed fifteen minutes instead of actually winning.
For Sarah, the process is most important to her.

Apart from debate, Sarah is into anything concerning
presenting her opinion. She had been engaged
in countless public speaking and storytelling
competitions since nine-years-old in primary school
and most had marvelous results. Sarah is a natural
speaker and was told that she could try out debate in
secondary school and thought that WSC was just the
ideal platform for that.

Most might not be aware of this, but Sarah is also a
talented writer. During last year’s WSC, she wrote a
breathtaking essay entitled “The Heart Easily Loses
Its Luster” during the writing competition. This
masterpiece was branded the highest scoring essay
in the Junior Division and Sarah obtained the first
place. To Sarah, writing is just as fun and attractive as
debate. Debate is tense and challenging, but writing
does the exact opposite by calming her down and
soothing her emotions.

“I'm not sure whether I'll become a writer in the future, but
I'm sure that I'll never give up on writing. No matter how or
whereI'll be, it will all lead back to writing. Writing is engaging
and it will certainly be something I'll hold on to forever,” she
stated.

For one to write, one must read. As a passionate
writer, Sarah certainly reads a heap of books, that
is undeniable. Her favorite book is a self-published
book entitled ‘A Naked Singularity’ written by Sergio
De La Pava, which is about a colonial immigrant in
New York. She adores the author’s unique writing
style in the novel, which she finds to be appealing.

Lastly, Sarah would like to show thanks to the teachers
in charge, for sorting out all the technicalities so that
the participants could enjoy themselves without
needing to worry about scheduling. They also taught
them debate, conducted many debate sessions and
further honed their skills; again, to her friends that
supported her and gave her advice, who generally
were very motivating and lovable. Finally, to her
family members who supported her endeavours in
this direction and without whose financial support,
she couldn’t possibly have made it to the Tournament
of Champions or even participate in general. Before
this paragraph ends, Sarah has a few words for the
newbies in World Scholar’s Cup: “I know a lot of you
have got what it takes to do well in the World Scholar’s Cup,
and I hope we can embark on this journey together!”
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ISTORY MADE FUN WITH

CHOONG HWA SAN

Did you absolutely despise History?

Have you ever thought that History was a very boring and totally irrelevant subject?
If you have ever been taught History by Mr. Choong Hwa San,
the subject of History, would be the definition of “fascinating”.

Written & Photo BylLeong Khai Shin (J3E1)
Edited BylChan Sue Faye (CE11)

The MAN

Many people may already know, that Mr. Choong had
spent about 20 years as a student studying in England
before returning to his homeland — Malaysia — and
ultimately causing a bang among IGCSE classes due
to his fresh and very different style of teaching.

His way of teaching is the first of its kind, and his
expectations are at a whole new level; Even top
students had to take some time to get used to it.
Nevertheless, it only shows the expertise Mr. Choong

has in this subject. Over time, students warmed up
to him and is currently very well-liked and respected
among his students.

Mr. Choong’s lessons are always engaging and
intriguing; A rare find for a subject such as History.
He is a natural at teaching and explaining historical
events, the questions he gives to his students are
equally thought-provoking.
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The STORY

After being in England for so long, he saw a distinct
difference between Malaysian and English students.
In England, it was not easy for Mr. Choong to cope
with England’s environment, not talking about the
weather, but the lifestyle. According to him, they had
different thinking and holds different value.

He feels that Malaysian students put too much
emphasis on their grades, and are less “curious”
in general, preferring to memorise and to answer
straight-forward questions that require little thinking.
On the other hand, in England students are encouraged
to follow their dreams, but on one condition, you had
to be the best. Every occupation are treated the same,
people don’t look down on them. That is why Mr
Choong thinks when students go overseas to study
they will understand the different society and culture.
In England, students would interact more with their
teachers , and focus less on the results; more so on
the process of learning. Of course, this is largely
due to the “culture” of education, long embedded in
Malaysia — even in all of Asia. However, that is not
the correct way of “learning” and never was.

Interview 41

The SUBJECT

Mr Choong takes up History as it is fascinating
and additionally, he likes a variety of other topics
such as science, business and economics. He
thinks that they are creative courses that stimulate
the brain as it is ever changing, like the world we
live in today. Mr Choong holds an MBA (Master
in Business Administration) degree in England
and is a believer in life long education.
Previously, Mr. Choong had spent many years
working as a manager, practitioner and trainer
in the optical industry in England. He became
involved in his son’s school in managing the chess
club and part-time teaching, but never thought
that he would end up teaching in a high school.

The DREAM

Mr. Choong's ideal student is one who is
passionate and curious. He said, the curiosity of
a student can give his/her teacher a challenge to
think deeper and makes the whole process much
more interesting. Besides that, an ideal student
must be one that is active and participates in
class discussions, in contrast to being passive;
unfortunately, that is precisely what Malaysian
students have never been encouraged to do, thus
this leads to Mr. Choong's determination to change
the current scene.

He wants to make a difference in the teaching
system; he wants to make learning fun so that it’s
memorable and everlasting. This is something
this country is missing -- a teaching method that
is fun and captivating enough to catch a student’s
attention. Mr. Choong's goal is to make everyone
enjoy learning. Learning is not about memorizing,
it is about understanding and applying said
knowledge. In turn, studying is not only to obtain
good grades as well.
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Ay.Yo Scholars!

If the title sounds familiar to you, you probably embarked on the World Scholar’s Cup journey
this year. However, if you’ve never heard that phrase, I'll have you know that you’re missing out
on one of the most extravagantly amazing academic events throughout the year.

Written bylllLee Cheng Jie (SE11)
Photo BylLiren Thow (J3E1)/Ho Chung Kwang

World Scholar’s What?

The World Scholar’s Cup is an international team academic
program founded by none other than Daniel Berdichevsky in
order to “discover strengths and skills you never knew you
had.” The program highlights bringing students from different
cultures, background and countries together to discuss current
and past issues and ideas relevant to today and the future. In
short, WSC is a place where the best of the best minds unite.
The competition is split into three stages: the Regional Round,
Global Round, and finally the Tournament of Champions
which would be held at Yale University.

When you become a scholar, you’ll experience a series
of tensed yet fun events such as the Scholar’s Challenge,
Collaborative Writing, the Scholar’s Bowl, the infamous
Team Debate, Scavenger Hunts and Scholar’s Ball.
Throughout the course of the entire journey, you’ll learn how
to work with your teammates and nevertheless meet new
people and experience things you’ve never been through
before. Despite the seemingly impossible obstacles and
challenges, WSC creates an atmosphere that encourages all
scholars to work towards the end and achieve the maximum
without throwing in the towel. This is the kind of spirit that
scholars should immerse in, the curiosity to know more about
everything and the never-giving-up energy and enthusiasm
that is in serious inadequacy in schools.
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The Regional Round

On the 14th and 15th of April, HC sent scholars to
take part in the regional round. If you listen closely
during the award ceremony, you might just be able
to hear a portion of people chanting ‘Han Chiang!
Han Chiang! Han Chiang!’. If that doesn’t speak
enough for itself, allow me to elaborate. With 146
silver medals, 110 gold medals, and 11 trophies, Han
Chiang proudly claims the title of winning the most
medals in the whole auditorium full of schools.

Ng Yee Thern (SE11) and Sarah Swea (J2E1) also
brought home the Top School Scholar accolades
being the best scholars from Han Chiang’s senior and
junior division respectively.

Among all teams in the brilliant minded space, there
were two distinct teams who emerged as first runner
up winners of the Team Champion award. The team
from the junior division consisted of Sarah Swea and
Jacq Lee both from J2E1 along with their teammate
from Chung Ling High School. On the other hand,
or should I say team, were seniors Ng Yee Thern,
Lee Cheng Jie and Amelia Chong from SEI1. The
two teams performed exceptionally well and claimed
second place in the junior and senior division. Let’s
just say that their hard work undoubtedly paid off.

The Global Round

Do you really think that the Regional Round was the
end of it all? That was just the beginning. So, what do
you get when you throw 37 HC scholars in the capital
of Vietnam with a few alpacas? A global round!

An airplane heading towards Hanoi on the 23rd of
June was filled with high hopes and heavy heaps of
notes, but when the plane returned to Penang on the
2nd of July, it weighed more than it should due to
the vibrantly-coloured alpacas, 75 gold medals, 74
silver medals and a grand trophy brought back by our
scholars.

Once again we were not let down by the fun-filled
week in Hanoi. I’'m sure I speak for every scholar
when I say that through the academic competitions,
Scholar’s Scavenge and Scholar’s Ball, we brought
back in our pockets not just the medals, the culture and
the knowledge, but the memory of a lifetime. We’ve
learned to cherish each other and build numerous
connections with people across the globe and also
to look life from a distinct perspective. The 10 days
spent in Hanoi was not just an academic journey, but
a very intensely emotional one for the connections
we've made and the better friends we've become for
it.
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Words from the Head Alpaca

The alpaca is the mascot of World Scholar’s Cup, and
in every alpaca pack there’s a head alpaca, just like in
a group of scholars there’s a teacher advisor.

Mr. Samuel Ong who took up the responsibility of
organizing the trips and bringing students to participate
in the competition believes that WSC one of the best
platforms where a student can fully develop his or
her potential in academics, specifically English. He
continued to elaborate on how WSC allows students
to further indulge themselves in the English world
and that students are expected to study the syllabus
and give 101% of their effort.

“The students’ achievements this year are astounding.
I’ve seen them put in a lot of work and preparation
for this competition and the effort did not go to waste.
The students have successfully made a name for Han
Chiang; I expect to see greater achievements and
better results, and I have faith that they can achieve it.
Go Han Chiang!”

From Asia to America

Our Han Chiang scholars will be travelling to Yale
University to participate in the Tournament of
Champions this coming November, so let us wish the
best to them and may they make Han Chiang proud.
To all the scholars that will be in Yale for the ToC:
“Alpacas sometimes spit to keep their space, and you
should fight to keep your place!”
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 PolyYES

During the summer of 2016, we visited Hong Kong from 24th to 30th of July to attend a summer

entrepreneurship programme held in the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. 15 of us joined this
trip.We were accompanied by our Business Studies teacher, Ms. Yeap Guat Ean. The title of the
summer entrepreneurship programme was PolyYES, which stands for Polytechnic Youth Entrepre-
neurship Symposium. Students from different countries such as China, Korea and even locals from

Hong Kong attended this programme.

Written and Photos byMRachael Ng Chew Ern/Lim Haidee/Khong Weng Ho/Jesmine Lim Xin Yi (CE21)

As it was summertime in Hong Kong, we felt quite
uncomfortable as the weather was hot and dry.
However, the clean environment there made up for
everything. Furthermore, the transportation there was
extremely convenient. We could take the MTR or bus
to practically every corner of Hong Kong.

Even though the programme only lasted for 7 days,
we learned a lot and did a lot of fun activities. During
the few short days of the programme we made lots
of new friends from China, Korea, Hong Kong and
many more. We shared lots about the cultures of our
hometowns, our traditions and so on. Our amazing
trainer for the PolyYES programme was Till Kramer.
Till is German but lives in Hong Kong as he loves the
Hong Kong’s food and culture. Who wouldn’t!!!

We had the privilege of receiving lectures from the
PolyU lecturers. We learned topics such as the Business
Environment in mainland China and Hong Kong,
Negotiation tactics, Marketing to name a few. For the
City Hunt and Pitching Competition, the participants
were divided into three groups, ‘Tourism’, ‘Food
& Water’ and ‘Green Building & Energy”. We then
had to go around the Hong Kong streets to search for
checkpoints and carried out the fun but challenging
missions. Those who have watched the well-known

Korean variety-show ‘Running Man’would know
what we are talking about. The pitching competition
on the other hand was a much less physical ‘mission’
but equally challenging as compared to the city
hunt. We had to pitch out business ideas according
to the theme of our teams. For example, the tourism
teams pitched about starting a historical tour of Hong
Kong. Last but not least, we also had a cultural night
where participants from each country performed their
cultural dances or songs.

Like all great things, our entrepreneurship programme
had to come to its end. We had to bid a farewell to
Hong Kong and our new friends but were positive
that we’ll reunite again.

-
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What have we learnt?

For the one week at the programme, every single
one of us had experienced growth in one way or
another. We learnt to cooperate with strangers and
to put our trust in them, to believe that we will
prevail no matter how dire the situation was. There
were occasional clashes and dissent among group
members intially, but in the end, we managed to
overcome our differences and placed our full
support and trust in each other. The prizes, the
results, the grand finale, they may be important but it
was the experience and process of working together
that left a lasting impact on us. For the first time,
we worked together with people of vastly different
backgrounds and cultures, so misunderstandings
were inevitable. It was the way we resolved these
problems that helped us grow as a person, to know
that in society, in “real life”, as the adults put it,
things may not go as smoothly as we planned, so
we should not be discouraged even if the situation
seems bleak. We must persevere, and never give up
in the face of adversity.

For the last day, we were allowed to explore Hong
Kong with our newly-acquainted Hong Kongese
friends. It was an eye-opener as we were led
through bustling streets dogged with hordes of
pedestrians. It was quite overwhelming to see the
whole crowd of people walking with quick, brisk
strides — it appears as if all of them were rushing
to some place or another all of the time. It was a
far cry from the peaceful, relaxing atmosphere of
Penang. We had to quicken our pace to keep up

— e i .
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with the flow, in contrast to the leisurely stroll we
usually adopt when walking on Penang streets. On a
different note, Hong Kong’s cuisine and street food
are absolutely mouthwatering. They are almost up
to the standards of Penang’s world-famous food.
Almost. Our pride as “Penang lang” wouldn’t let us
say otherwise. PENANG BOLEH!

All in all, we had a memorable stay in Hong Kong.
For some of us, it was the first time we were in such a
far-flung place away from our families. We had to be
independent as we were responsible for making sure
that we get to the courses on time. We had to memorise
the route from the hostel we were staying in to the
university, as it was a 10-minutes journey by foot and
there was no tour guide or anyone of the sort who
was in charge of helping us navigate. Therefore, this
experience had really enabled us to grow and become
more mature as we stepped out of our comfort zones, in
this case our parents’ well-meaning but overprotective
embraces. The entrepreneurial knowledge that we
gained from our courses was undeniably valuable, but
the events which transpired that triggered our growth
and levelling up as a person was not to be overlooked
either. We hope that after hearing of our experience in
Hong Kong, our juniors would take the initiative to
participate in the PolyU Entrepreneurship Program if
they have the opportunity. After all, live while you’re
young, and make precious memories with friends,
both old and new. This chance to learn? We assure
you, it’s once in a lifetime!
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Menakjubkan, mendebarkan, mengujakan... sebenarnya tiada kata yang mampu saya gunakan untuk menggambar-
kan perasaan saya tentang program pertukaran pelajar ini. Pengalaman lima hari di Sekolah Menengah Foon Yew

Johor Bahru merupakan suatu kenangan yang berharga.
PengarangCheah Yun Zhi (SE11)

Saya, Cheah Yun Zhi, dari SE1(1) merupakan salah
seorang pelajar yang mewakili Sekolah Menengah
Han Chiang yang amat berbangga kerana
berpeluang mengambil bahagian dalam program
ini. Pada 10 April 2017, saya bersama-sama dengan
3 orang pelajar yang lain, iaitu Er Tian Ru dan Chan
Yi Qian dari SE1(1) serta Neeco Wong dari kelas
CE1(1), dengan iringan Cikgu Teoh Kar Ying, telah
berkumpul di Lapangan Terbang Antarabangsa
Pulau Pinang. Pada pukul 7.30 pagi, kami pun
bertolak ke Lapangan Terbang Antarabangsa Senai
dengan menaiki kapal terbang.

Sewaktu kami tiba di destinasi, guru-guru dari
Sekolah Menengah Foon Yew datang menyambut
kami dengan tangan terbuka dan selepas bersarapan
pagi, kami pun melawat kampus sekolah. Mula-
mulanya, saya sangka Sekolah Menengah Han
Chiang merupakan sekolah menengah yang amat
besar, namun selepas rombongan ini baru saya sedar
bahawa keluasan sekolah kami cuma merangkumi
satu per tiga daripada keluasan sekolah mereka. Tak
percaya? Memanglah benar! Mereka mempunyai 3
buah kantin, sebuah perpustakaan yang mempunyai
2 tingkat, sebuah koperasi sekolah sebesar Popular
di Queensbay, kira-kira 120 buah kelas dan
sebagainya.

Prasarananya yang lengkap menyebabkannya
dijadikan sebuah sekolah cemerlang dalam
Malaysia. Selepas diberi buku teks yang perlu
digunakan, kami dibawa ke kelas masing-masing
(kami berempat dipisahkan ke kelas yang berlainan)
dan pengalaman belajar di kelas kami pun bermula.
Terdapat guru yang amat prihatin terhadap saya, ada
guru yang menunjukkan sikap yang serius ketika
mengajar di kelas. ada juga guru yang suka bergaul
mesra dengan pelajar. Secara konklusinya, mereka
merupakan guru-guru yang rajin, berdedikasi dan
berpengalaman. Perbezaan antara silibus UEC
dengan silibus IGCSE yang saya pelajari di sekolah
tersebut merupakan suatu cabaran yang amat
sukar saya atasi, saya amat langkah kanan kerana
masih mampu mengikuti dan memahami ajaran
guru dengan baik. Meskipun tempoh pengajaran
guru-guru berlalu dengan cepat dan kerja sekolah
yang diamanahkan memang banyak, tetapi pelajar-
pelajar di kelas saya masih boleh memahami ajaran
guru-guru dan mereka diminta menghantar buku-
buku kerja mereka serta menyiapkan tugasan yang
diberikan oleh guru-guru mereka tepat pada masa
yang ditetapkan, Prestasi pelajar-pelajar di sekolah
tersebut memang mengagumkan saya.




Rupa-rupanya, di negeri Johor Bahru hanya terdapat
sebuah sekolah menegah persendirian iaitu Foon
Yew dan kira-kira semua pelajar di sekolah tersebut
terdiri daripada orang Cina yang akan memohon
untuk belajar di situ. Seramai 2000 orang pelajar telah
memohon untuk belajar di sekolah tersebut. Namun
begitu, hanya 1000 orang pelajar yang akan dipilih.
Pelajar-pelajar yang berjaya akan diagihkan masuk
ke 20 buah kelas setiap tahun. Persaingan antara
setiap murid dalam sekolah ini telah menggalakkan
mereka supaya lebih berusaha dan ini telah mengacu
sikap peribadi yang rajin, berdisiplin dan berdikari.
Sikap menghormati guru yang disemai dalam setiap
individu murid juga amat saya kagumi.

Sebelum itu, saya selalu mengadu tentang waktu
persekolahan sekolah kami yang pada pendapat saya
terlalu panjang. Namun, waktu persekolahan di Foon
Yew lebih panjang lagi. Pada setiap hari, mereka
perlu pergi ke sekolah sehingga pukul 3:15 petang,
jikalau ada kokurikulum mereka perlu berada di
sekolah sehingga pukul 5 petang dan pelajar aliran
sains pula perlu menghadiri kelas sehingga pukul
4:40 petang! Kehidupan seorang pelajar Foon Yew
memang meletihkan. Sebenarnya, ada beberapa
persatuan persembahan pula perlu menghadiri aktiviti
kokurikulum pada hari Selasa, Khamis, dan juga
Sabtu!

Tentang aktiviti kokurikulum pula, kebanyakan
persatuan di sekolah kami mempunyai ahli-ahli
persatuan sebanyak 40 hingga 50 orang, bilangan
ahli sebanyak 70 orang telah dianggap sebagai
persatuan yang besar. Namun, jikalau suatu persatuan
di Sekolah Menengah Foon Yew mempunyai 40
orang, persatuan itu tentu akan ditutup, bilangan ahli
sebanyak 70 orang pula amat biasa untuk mereka
dan bilangan ahli persatuan yang paling banyak di
sekolah itu adalah sebanyak beberapa ratus orang.
Memang menakjubkan! Yang paling berbeza dengan
sekolah kami pula ialah campur tangan pihak guru dan
pentadbir agak minimal di sekolah mereka, ahli-ahli
jawatankuasa dengan kerjasama ahli-ahli persatuan
yang mengoperasikan seluruh persatuan.

Bilangan ahli yang banyak serta masa latihan yang
panjang telah meningkatkan kekerapan persembahan
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dan prestasi yang cemerlang serta pelbagai bakat juga
dicungkil dalam prosesnya. Tidak hairanlah kenapa
Sekolah Foon Yew merupakan sekolah berprestasi
baik.

Rakan-rakan sekelas kami telah memberikan
sambutan yang hangat sejak hari pertama kami
berada di Sekolah Menengah Foon Yew. Bantuan
mereka yang dihulurkan telah menyebabkan kami
dapat menyesuaikan diri dalam persekitaran sekolah
tersebut dengan cepat sekali. Saya amat terkejut
dengan perkara bahawa kami dapat berkawan dengan
banyak rakan sekelas dengan cepat sekali. Lima hari
sahaja dan kami telah menambah banyak nama pada
senarai rakan akrab. Layanan daripada guru-guru
besar, wakil guru serta pelajar-pelajar dari sekolah
Foon Yew tahun lepas memang menyentuh sanubari
kami berlima. Ribuan terima kasih yang hendak
diucapkan kepada mereka.

Pada hari 14 April, kami pun bertolak pulang ke Pulau
Pinang. Kami semua berharap masa dapat berhenti,
atau bilangan hari program ini dapat dilanjutkan
lagi. Namun, alangkah tidak bernasib baiklah pada
hari Sabtu merupakan hari sukan sekolah kami.
Oleh itu, kami hanya boleh melambaikan tangan
kepada Sekolah Menengah Persendirian Foon Yew
dengan perasaan yang sedih. Walaupun agak letih,
kami masih berpuas hati dengan program pertukaran
pelajar ini. Pengalaman yang menakjubkan ini akan
menjadi memori indah yang ditanam dalam sanubari
saya selama-lamanya. Harap berjumpa lagi!
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Even while boarding the world’s fastest public
transport vehicle, Japanese people don’t seem to be
attracted by phones and tablets at all.

Being the most technologically-advanced nation on
the globe, Japan seems to be the one using it the least
when it comes to matters as simple as books; you
would still see most people with their heads buried in
a parchment-smelling printed book.

French people are known for being extremely
respectful to traditional '

prints  over  digital
versions. 66% of the
French respondents
polled, according to

an R.R. Bowker study,
stated that they had not
tried e-books and did
not want to try them,
while a surprising 72%
of Japanese consumers
admitted so as well.
Now this doesn’t mean
that the remaining 28% are inquisitive towards
e-books; while one out of every four Americans has
downloaded and paid for an ebook, not even one out
of ten Japanese has done so. (8% in Japan, 20% in
the USA) In other words, there are more than twice
as many Americans who have used ebooks than there
are Japanese.

aSHAN CHIANG
English Centre
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The conventional and customary reasoning behind
this may be mundanely the money necessitated to
invest in devices — like iReaders, or how there might
be an assumption of a lack of worth in something so
physically unfulfilling in comparison with a shelf full
of books. Or possibly they find tablets and iReaders
to be an unnecessarily large responsibility, as it is not
only heavy weight-wise but it may also add the fear of
theft to one’s footsteps.
’ It’s a lot easier to leave
{) one’s book in the car
than it is to leave a far
more valuable tablet.
Not to mention the
trouble of taking a
power bank along and
still worrying that the
device might run out
of power in the wrong
time.
Societies like those
found in Japan simply
cannot have such an explanation for this strange
conservation. We’re talking the fastest growing
producer of tech-ware on Earth; one which despite its
extremely limited resources happens to out-perform
a nation flourishing with resources of all sorts like
America, or an entire continent of long-established
industrialized nations, Europe.
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To counter with a little substance, it would be worth
mentioning that the Japanese government has played
an extremely vivid role in the development of this
eccentric reading habit. It started right after the
Second World War, when the government found the
only way to restore the great nation to be found in
education.

After all, railways and theatres could be built in the
near future by the kids of now. And so, the government
invested in the future of Japan, holding reading and
educational campaigns and making moves for the
health of the ‘people’s souls and minds’ instead of
strenuously trying to squeeze itself into world trade
and speculate right after a calamitous war.

Japan doesn’t seem to have any place for regrets now,
and it truly mustn’t.

Another interesting approach can be that of Satoru
Iwata, the ‘Nintendo developer’—as he deems
himself, upon saying: “Please understand, I am not
saying that technology is unimportant. But if we are
focusing only on technology we will not succeed.”The
approach of this major corporate president is a vivid
illustration of the likely attitude of the Japanese
society towards the acceptance of the replacement of
traditional print books with ebooks.

Stepping just a little further into the publishing
industry, we find Hiroki Kamata, the editor and
publisher of Japan's E-book 2.0 magazine, stating
that: "So far the Japanese have failed to be moved
by e-readers from home or abroad, mostly owing to a
paucity of content,"

“Publishers are indifferent to, or even hate digital
things. Mainly because of excessive commitment to
traditional print book distribution,” explains Kamata.
Also found in the Japanese culture, among its
fundamentals, is the crucial role of health, spiritual
and physical health; both of which are affected when
using ebooks.

In its early stages, it was thought: “well the light
emitted from these devices is not as healthy as carrots
are for the eyes but it doesn’t kill so it’s chill.” As
scientists find, it’s a little more than just ‘chill’.

The radiations from digital
devices are emitted straight
into the eye; where else in
normal books they are
only reflected. The effect
of these radiations is,
simply speaking,
insomnia and other
little symptoms like
itchy and dry eyes; but
insomnia is not just a
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late-r bed-time but in fact a serious sleep deficiency.
As found by Charles Czeisler, lead author of the study
in Harvard, “Sleep deficiency has been shown to
increase the risk of cardiovascular disease, metabolic
diseases like obesity and diabetes, and cancer. Thus,
the melatonin suppression that we saw in this study
among participants when they were reading from the
light-emitting e-reader concerns us.”

Constant use of technology not only disrupts sleeping
patterns and throws off circadian rhythms, but it
fosters a shorter attention span and fractured focus —
online, we jump from meme to meme and link to link,
checking Facebook intermittently. Social media and
technological distractions also always seem to foster
guilt and regret, and before we know it, three hours
have passed and our brains feel like mush.

This may help explain why even in America where
ebooks come from, the sales do not seem to be going
as predicted in 1999 by Dick Brass of Microsoft,
where in the first ebook conference he stated his
prediction that by 2018, 90% of book sales would be
ebooks.

But really, we come to the same conclusion as we
always do: the inventors and the innovators of
technology are those who are most aware of its goods
and bad. It seems that Japan did not enter the trend
that others were quick to enter but quicker to quit,
knowing all along what it would involve.
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When I read English translation of The Little Prince
by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, I thought it was
marvelous. I’'m not ashamed to admit that I shed some
tears along the way, as some of the chapters were so
engaging and close to heart. The Little Prince is a
book for all ages that enables people to rediscover
the inner-child inside them. Depending on how you
interpret the abstract interactions of the characters,
they seem to strike a chord with readers. The book
is filled with mentions of peculiar characters-- such
as talking animals and roses -- who all, nonetheless,
play a role in the development of the Prince and the
narrator. Here are some thought-provoking themes in
the book that I'd like to share,

Truth

Characters in The Little Prince, especially the prince,
are really committed to learning what is true. “True,”
in this sense, doesn’t just mean what’s actual versus
what’s a lie. In other words, what is the essence of a
person or thing? What is important?

You can claim you own the stars by counting them,
but that doesn’t mean you really own them. In this
instance, you might not be a liar, but you are pursuing
a lie. And because humans are usually driven by
greed, we is blind to the essential and often focus on
unimportant things. Sometimes, the truth isn’t what
you see: it’s what you can’t see.

Sadness
The Little Prince is full of sad things. Of course,
there’s joy too, and friendship, and love, and
understanding... but all of that is touched by sadness,
especially once we get to the end of the book. Every
time the characters come closer to understanding,
they come even closer to loss. Usually, it’s not until

activities 79

ittle Xrince
/y Artoie de fa/}(t—fj@g@’,?

Written byl Sue Faye (CE11)

the characters say goodbye or part, that they realize
their love for one another.

And the narrator is no exception. By the time the
narrator writes down his story, it’s been six years
since the prince left him behind. Although he can hear
his friend’s laughter in the stars, that’s not the same as
hearing it in person.

Friendship
Meeting the prince changed the narrator’s life in
a lot of ways. More than anything, this new friend
helps the narrator see the world in a different light.
Part of the way the prince enables the narrator to see
the world differently is by pushing his new friend to
define terms that most of us think are obvious and
have therefore forgotten the meaning of. That way,
the prince learns—and the narrator learns too—what
it means to be unique, and what it means to make a
friend.
At its core, The Little Prince may be about innocence.
“Innocence,” means, “freedom from guilt or sin
through being unacquainted with evil.” The prince has
this kind of purity; so does the flower; so does the fox.
And, maybe, so does the narrator. These characters
are innocent or pure because they don’t know what
evil is. Instead, they—especially the prince—seek out
love and affection. The prince wants to understand
everything better, and through his travels he learns a
great deal. But even when he thinks he’s dying, he
doesn’t become bitter or cruel or mean. He stays true
to himself and remains pure to the end.
Do not let the fantasy-like nature of the book to
dissuade you from reading this book. Because it may
just change the way you understand things, if you are
wiling to open your heart.
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If I Could Only See One Colour

Written byllJanice Lim Yi Zhen(J32)

Black buildings, white streets, and grey people. That
has been all I have known since birth. Books are
written about how beautiful our country is, but all I
see are white, grey, and black.

They laugh at me because of it--because I can't see
colours--, they pity me for my disability--because [
miss out on the beauty in life--, but inwardly, I mock
them for their blindness. Only I see the truth about
this world. Perhaps my disability opened my eyes to
the unfair treatment, the corruption, the true devils
behind their sweet facade, the hard truth behind their
sweet-coated words meant to keep people from the
truth; but I see it all.

Adults are supposed to be mature, they are supposed
to know better, but they become blinded, betrayed
by their own selves for the illusion of a perfect life.
Where 1 see a falling city, a failing country, and a

dying world, they see millenniums of peace, benefits
of technology, and increasing wealth.

Black, grey, and white; grey, black, and white; white,
black, and grey; they claim that these are colours,
but that's not true. Humans are not only made of
ignorance, destruction or greed. In the books, there
are kind people who help instead of destroy, who care
instead of ignore. They are the ones with true colours,
who fill the world with warmth and blinding radiance.
This world remains bleak, grey and dull, coated and
smothered with greed and selfishness.

I have grown bored of these 'colours', even hate them.
I long for the day I finally see one true colour. I long
for kindness, generosity or love to fill this world
otherwise full of poisonous vipers in human masks.
If I could only see one colour in this cold and lifeless
world.

TRADITIONAL families
V.S.
CONTEMPORARY families

Life begins and ends with family. We grow up being
nurtured by our families — for better or worse — and
when we die, they are left behind to mourn. With
that in mind, does it matter how a family comes into
being?

On the one hand, many insist that traditional families
are the best for raising children. Conservatives argue
that the combination of a traditionally feminine,
gentle mother and a traditionally masculine, strict
father is the best way to raise a disciplined and well-
rounded child. This way, children would theoretically
receive both the warmth and the guidance required
for a healthy childhood.

Another argument for traditional families is that
children would be secure in the event of a divorce.
The legal contract of marriage, which binds the
traditional household together, ensures parents
remain legally accountable for their children after
a divorce. It ensures fathers pay alimony to support
their children so said children’s futures would not be
lost in the legal quagmire.

Written bylllTan Ruey Fern(SE13)
On the other hand, some argue that contemporary
families are just as loving and fulfilling as their
traditional counterparts. It is often said that allowing
future parents to choose their partners freely reduces
the likelihood of divorce. Hundreds of people trap
themselves in unhappy relationships to conform to
society — would it not be better to be raised by parents
who feel right together? Happy parents make happy
children, raised under a stable roof.
Secondly, some say that composition is not what
makes a good family. Soldiers often find brothers in
their platoon; children from abusive homes might
have a family of teachers and friends. Are happiness
and a sense of belonging not what matter most in a
family?
In conclusion, contemporary families are no less
loving than traditional ones. Who is to say that men
cannot be nurturing and that women cannot be firm?
The ultimate purpose in finding a family is to find joy
and warmth; where and how you find said family is
irrelevant.
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Technology:
FIRIEND or FOE

Written bylLum Jun Yin(SE2)

(2016 Asia Pacific English Essay Contest Consolation Prize)

It has been long debated whether technology is a boon or bane to Homo
sapiens. In my opinion, technology by itself is neutral. The way people
use and harness technology determines whether it is good or evil. For
example: an axe is normally used to fell timber, but it can be modified to
be used as a weapon.From the simplest wooden spear to the most complex
supercomputers, technology has benefited humans in countless ways.
Originally, it allowed humans to hunt prey efficiently, construct shelters
and ensure a steady supply of food. Transport and the internet have shrunk
the world and facilitated globalisation. Plentiful electricity is generated
by power stations utilizing fossil fuels. Besides that, technology enables
industry to function and life expectancy soared due to improved health
care and sanitation.

Ofcourse, technology has a couple of major downsides. Combustion of fossil
fuels pumps significant amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere,
contributing to enhanced global warming. Huge scars were left on Earth
due to unregulated, unrestricted exploitation of natural resources and
pollution. Humans are not immune to the negative effects of technology
either. Technology may have allowed multinational corporations to expand
their operations worldwide and be more profitable, but it gave them the
power to locate in less-developed countries and exploit the workers there
by paying them scandalously low wages. In fact, multinationals often
monopolise the economy, preventing firms from less-developed countries
from competing with them. This further broadens the rift and creates more
inequalities between First World countries and Third World countries. To
sum it up, the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. On the other hand, the
prevalence of the internet and social media may have reduced interpersonal
relationships in real-life.

A comedian named Will Rogers once said, “You can’t say civilization
don’t advance... for in every war they kill you in a new way.” War has
become even deadlier since the advent of nuclear, chemical and biological
weapons. History has shown that even when protocols are implemented
to prevent their use, they still rear their ugly heads during war. Albert
Einstein famously said, “I do not know with what weapons World War 3
will be fought with, but World War 4 will be fought with sticks and stones.”
Nuclear weapons have the potential to wipe us off the face of the Earth,
and there is even a theory stating that we are alone in the universe because
all of the other civilisations have self-destructed.

However, I believe that if technology continues to advance, some of the
problems we face today can be better addressed. With the increased use and
research in renewable energy, one day we might be able to reverse global
warming. Perhaps one day humans will rise above selfishness and greed
to benefit the whole world. I do not know if nukes will spell doomsday for
us, or if a malicious artificial intelligence will bring about apocalypse. The
future is hidden behind a thick, opaque veil, but we must put our faith in
it because halting technological advancement is not a viable option either.



9 cl

pepatah, “meler

- e E o om ey

oo v




Seterusnya, masyarakat dunia haruslah diterapkan
dengan didikan agama. Masyarakat kini yang hidup
dalam zaman globalisasi sangat mementingkan
diri sendiri. Hasil daripada pendidikan agama yang
mengajar kita saling bantu membantu dan mengambil
berat tentang orang lain mampu menangani masalah
buta huruf. Istilah seperti “jangan jaga tepi kain
orang”tidak boleh menjadi panduan hidup masyarakat
dunia.

Oleh sebab yuran persekolahan yang tinggi,
masyarakat dunia boleh menyumbangkan wang
walaupun sedikit demi menampung beban keluargga
yang tidak berupaya supaya menghantar anak-anak
mereka ke sekolah. Dermaan dan sedekah merupakan
amalan mulia yang sedikit sebanyak mampu
membantu untuk menangani masalah buta huruf di
negara-negara miskin.

Sementelahan, pihak media massa perlulah
menyebarkan maklumat tentang masalah buta huruf
negara miskin tersebut ke persada dunia agar dunia
tahu dan peka tentang kewujudan masalah ini. Ibu
bapalah memainkan peranan untuk mencorak minda
anak-anak mereka.

Setelah  dewasa, media massa pula yang
menambahbaikan karya ibu bapa tersebut untuk
menjadi lebih baik bak cindai dan kain sutera. Media
masa yang mampu mengawal cara pemikiran manusia
secara umum boleh mengadakan ceramah di radio,
poster serta iklan mengenai masalah-masalah buta
huruf'kepada msyarakat serta menyebarkan maklumat
dan informasi tentang cara-cara untuk mencegahnya.
Dengan ini, masalah buta huruf di negara miskin
mampu dikurangkan.

Tambahan pula, pihak-pihak berkuasa perlu membuat
kajian untuk mencari punca-punca masalah buta
huruf dan cara penyelesaiannya.

Sebagai contoh, mereka membuat pemantauan
di negara-negara maju dan belajar cara untuk
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menghasilkan masyarakat yng berpendidikan tinggi
serta cara mereka menangani kemelut buta huruf ini.
Setelah membuat pemantauan, mereka boleh cuba
untuk melaksanakan cara-cara tersebut di negara
sendiri. Antara negara contoh yang boleh dijadikan
teladan ialah Jerman, Jepun, Finland, Singapura dan
banyak lagi. Oleh yang demikian, negara mampu
bersaing dengan negara-negara luar pada masa yang
akan datang, mutiara kata yang berbunyi, “berdiri
sama tinggi, duduk sama rendah.”Usaha ini mampu
menjadi contoh kepada negara-negara miskin yang
lain untuk turut serta bagi menangani masalah buta
huruf ini.

Pihak sekolah juga memainkan peranan untuk
menangani masalah ini. Guru-guru yang berkualiti
diperlukan untuk mendidik kanak-kanak sejak kecil
lagi. Pihak sekolah seharusnya memberi tumpuan
dalam aspek bacaan dan mendidik serta menanam
budaya suka membaca dalam diri setiap pelajar.
Dengan adanya budaya ini, masalah buta huruf dapat
dielakkan dan mampu bersebar secara monopoli di
seluruh negara. Hasilnya, negara akan mempunyai
rakyat yang ulat buku, lebih suka membaca dan
berfikir daripada beromong kosong. Contoh negara
yang terbaik adalah negara terbitnya matahari iaitu
negara Jepun.

Akhirulkalam, kadar buta huruf dalam kalangan
negara miskin amat merisaukan dunia. Namun,
dengan usaha-usaha yang tercatat di atas, kemelut
ini dapat diselesaikan dan dikurangkan. Akan tetapi,
usaha-usaha ini memerlukan kerjasama bagaikan
aur dengan tebing daripada semua pihak dari setiap
sudut dunia. Memang tidak dapat dinafikan bahawa
masyarakat negara-negra yang mempunyai masalah
ini harus bersifat kental dan terus berusaha tanpa
putus asa untuk mencegah masalah ini lebih daripada
pihak-pihak lain kerana bak kata pepatah melayu,
dimana bumi dipijak, disitu langit dijunjung.
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